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PEOOEEDIKGS OF THE COUNCIL OF THE QOVERNOB GENERAL OF INDIA,

ASSEMBLED JOB THE PURPOSE OP MAKING LAWS AND BEGULA.TIONB

UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE INDIAN COUNCILS ACTS, 1861 TO

1909 (24 & 25 VICT., c  67, 65 & 56 VICT., c   14, AND 9 EDW. VII, e. 4).

The Council met at Government House, Calcutta, on  Wednesday, the 8th

March 1911.

PRESENT :

The Hon'ble ME. J. L. JENKINS, c.s.i., Vice-President, presiding,
and 56 Memhers, of whom 50 were Additional Members.

SUBSIDY FOB VERNACTJLAE, NEWSPAPERS.

The Hon'ble BABU BHUPENDEANATH BASH : {f Sir, -with your leave I
shall place before the Council the resolution* which stands in my name.
There is a slight error in the wording of my resolution : the amount, Us. 65,000,
mentioned there should be Es. 62,500, and I woiild ask your leave to rectify
that mistake in the resolution which I propose to place before the Council.

" My object in placing this resolution before the Council is, I must at
once frankly admit, to call early and prominent attention to this subject. For
some time past we have had rumours that the Government of Beni> al contem-
plated making a large subsidy to a Vernacular newspaper to be started in our
province. That rumour found a place in the leading Anglo-Indian journals
and only lately has been confirmed by an announcement made in the Local
Council that it is going to place Es. 62,500 annually at the disposal of a private
gentleman to start a Vernacular newspaper. One would have thought that
the proper course that I should have adopted was to have moved a resolution
in the Local Council. But, Sir, there are rumours already tbat other Local
Governments, notably the Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam, are
trying to follow suit, and that what Bengal has now adopted as its policy may
soon be adopted by other Local Governments. As you know, Sir, the example
of evil is very contagious ; it spreads much more rapidly than a good precedent
does. It is specially contagious when evil is hatched in the darkness of
bureaucracies where light can hardly penetrate, and when it does enter it only
serves to make the darkness more visible. Therefore, I have thought it my
duty to bring to the notice of this Council and of the country this latest act
of the Government of Bengal. The difficiilty that we feel is that, like many
other measures of Government, it is one of those measures which the Gov-
ernment has already undertaken, end public criticism becomes unavailing at
this particular stage. Nevertheless, whatever may be the sacrifices, whatever
may be the difficulties, in retracing a wrong step, I conceive it our duty as
public men to offer such criticism as we think fit upon measures of Government
in the hope that, if the step has been erroneous, it may yet be retraced.

* That the special grant to the Government of Bengal he reduced by the sum of Rs. 65,000, the amount
yhich the Government of Bengal has promised as suhsidy towards a Vernacular paper to he started in_Bengal,